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of the brusque manners of the West are so subversive of the entire
social structure of the East that social chaos is inevitable'* (ibid.,
p. 208). The description given above of the old Oriental order of
society was also, as has been repeatedly shown earlier, the old
order in the West, which it has not yet quite outlived. And if the
old order of the West had been maintained intact. Western wives
would still be bought and sold in the market-place, Western women
burnt as witches, the family system would still have been patriarchal,
economy would have been almost wholly agricultural and rural,
progress of science would have been arrested, slavery continued,
despotism, theocracy, and autocracy would have been universal
to this day.

If Westernism led to social "chaos" in the East, so did it in the
West. In every generation there are old people who lament the
innovations of the younger generation. There is no reason why
there should be equality of the sexes in the West and not in the East;
nor why age-old customs should be immutable in the East and
mutable in the West.